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2. Government Agency – Nevada Division of Environmental Protection (NDEP) 
 
3. The Nevada Division of Environmental Protection (NDEP) is proposing to make two categories of changes 

to the Nevada Administrative Code: A) adjustments and additions to the Class Waters, 445A.124 through 
445A.127, and; B) a reorganization of Water Quality Standards Tables, NAC 445A.124 through 127 and 
445A.146 through 225.    

A) Adjustments and additions to the Class Waters 
• Adjust class waters beneficial use terminology to match the beneficial uses listed in NAC 

445A.122;  
• Remove redundant narrative standards cited in the class tables given that the narratives in NAC 

445A.121 apply;    
• Add Total Ammonia to all current class waters by referencing the tables in NAC 445.118; 
• Add E. Coli standards to all current class waters;  
• Remove footnote 3 for Fecal Coliform Standards referring to Class C primary contact 

recreation waters; 
• Revise references to natural conditions for:  

o Total Dissolved Solids (TDS) in classes A, B and C; and  
o Fecal Coliform in class C. 

B)  Reorganizing the Water Quality Standards Tables 
• Reformat all water quality standard tables to more clearly show the beneficial uses that are 

associated with each water quality parameter;   
• Eliminate the current class waters format (NAC 445A.124 - 127) that has individual 

waterbodies identified as a part of a class group and create an individual table showing water 
quality standards for each watebody designated within the class structure and place waters into 
the current single reach table format; and,  

• Reorganize the individual water quality standards tables by Hydrographic Region and 
renumber all the waterbody tables (NAC 445A.124 through 127 and 146 through 225);   

 
NDEP is updating the class waters to reflect current EPA recommended criteria for ammonia and 
Escherichia Coli.  Removing the beneficial uses and narrative standards redundancies will simplify the 
standards and reduce confusion.  Under the current class standards structure any action necessary to 
address standards criteria on a class waterbody affects all other waters within the same class.  Reformatting 
the class waters into the proposed designated waterbody structure allows more flexibility to address the 
setting of appropriate water quality standards.  Reorganizing and renumbering the water quality standards 
by hydrographic basin will facilitate the use of the tables.   
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4. Federal regulations (40CFR 131.20) require states periodically review their water quality standards. 
 
5. (a) The proposed revisions do not regulate business; therefore, they are not expected to have any direct 

economic effect on the regulated community both immediately and long term. 
 
 (b) The proposed revisions are not expected to have any economic effect on the public both immediately 

and long-term.  
 
 (c) Implementation of the proposed regulations is not expected to result in additional cost by the agency for 

enforcement. 
 
6. There are no other state or government agency regulations which the proposed revisions duplicate. 
 
7. The federal government has delegated the responsibility of establishing water quality standards to the state; 

therefore, there is no federal regulation for proposed water quality standards revisions.  Revisions of the 
standards will be submitted to the EPA Regional Administration for review and approval.   

 
8. The regulation does not provide for fees. 
 


